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~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
1. Changes to Water Reporting Requirements

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
For some time now, the water industry has been requesting that the Queensland Government rationalise reporting requirements for Water Service Providers (WSPs). This issue is now being reviewed by DERM thanks to the strong relationship being built among key stakeholders the Department of Environment and Resource Management (DERM), the Queensland Water Directorate (qldwater) and the Local Government Association of Queensland (LGAQ). An immediate benefit to WSPs is the postponement of requirements to undertake Total Water Cycle Management Plans (TWCMPs).  

Total Water Cycle Management Plans

The need to create TWCMPs for WSPs outside South East Queensland has been deferred. They are not required until July 2013 for large councils (population greater than 50,000) and July 2014 for councils with between 25,000 and 50,000 people. They are not required at all for smaller authorities. The TWCMP are a recent addition to the suite of mandatory management plans required by DERM and industry has maintained a strong position that their importance in the overarching planning framework for service providers means that they should not be rushed nor mere ‘add-on’ to the existing raft of requirements. The delay in due date for these plans along with the strong consultation approach developed under the MoA among DERM, qldwater and LGAQ will facilitate integration of water cycle planning with other business needs.

Within SEQ TWCMPs are due by July 2012, and an increased emphasis has been placed on developing TWCMP guidelines in close consultation with industry in order to complement the new planning approach including Netserv plans. In SEQ the TWCMP guidelines are being developed by the Water by Design group of the Healthy Waterways Partnership and this process is under way with strong consultation with all SEQ utilities.

TWCMP requirements are covered under s 19 to s 23 of the EPP(Water) 2009 (http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/CURRENT/E/EnvProWateP09.pdf) but were changed recently through a Policy Amendment  ( see http://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/LEGISLTN/SLS/2010/10SL185.pdf).

SAMPs and SLMPs

In addition to delaying TWCMPs, DERM is considering deferring until 2013 all current auditing and review requirements for Strategic Asset Management Plans (SAMPs) and System Leakage Management Plans (SLMPs). In SEQ, requirements for reviews and audits of SAMPs and SLMPs belonging to distributor-retailers no longer apply as those requirements are now being incorporated into the comprehensive Water NetServ planning arrangements. In regional Queensland, the future regulation of service providers is under review with input from the broader industry to be requested.

Further input to this process will be provided through existing qldwater and LGAQ forums and directly with industry members.  If you wish to know more about these changes please contact Rob Fearon (rfearon@qldwater.com.au or 3252 4701)."

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
2. Reminder About Comments on National Water Skills Business Plan

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Earlier this month, information was circulated  regrading the national Skills Business Plan created by the Australian Water Association (AWA). On behalf of the Water Industry Skills Taskforce, AWA has developed a Draft National Water Skills Strategy Business Plan to operationalise the COAG National Water Skills Strategy. The Strategy, endorsed by COAG in December last year, outlines specific items to be undertaken that will enable better utilisation of existing Government programs to assist the water sector in bridging projected skills gaps. The Draft Business Plan includes a framework for implementation of the Strategy, as well as details of specific actions and projects to be undertaken to reduce skills shortages in the sector.

Whilst the Draft Business Plan was developed in consultation with governments, input from the water sector and related education sector is critical to its successful implementation. qldwater will be making a general submission and Queensland Water Service Providers are welcome to forward comments to hgold@qldwater.com.au for incorporation in this response or to respond directly to the AWA. Please visit the website http://www.awa.asn.au/skillsbusinessplan.aspx to view the Draft Business Plan, related documents and for details on how to make a submission.  Submissions close 31 August 2010.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
3. 2009/10 SWIM Reporting Year 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
SWIM is now open for annual reporting of water data. SWIM is now the only method for Queensland Water Service Providers to submit their annual water data required by the Department of Environment and Resource Management and the Department of Infrastructure and Planning. Last year more than 80% of councils reported data through SWIM, which is providing valuable information to the Queensland Government. Councils with national reporting requirements are also able to use SWIM to submit data for Bureau of Meteorology (BoM) and National Performance Report (NPR) reporting and the majority are already using SWIM if they need to report to these agencies.

Since last year we have added some new features that we hope will make your reporting task a little easier. As for last year, data can be submitted in two ways: SWIM data webforms, and/or SWIM data template. For more background information about SWIM, or to download the SWIM users’ mini-manual with instructions for using SWIM for standard QG annual water data reporting, please log in to SWIMonline swim@qldwater.com.au. User access information has already been sent to relevant officers in each council, but please contact us if you are having trouble logging in.

Important: SWIM annual water data submission is due by 8th October, 2010. 

SWIM was developed by qldwater, on behalf of Water Service Providers, to simplify the task of water data reporting. With your support and use of SWIM, we can continue to encourage government water data reporting to be rationalised and streamlined and relevant to the water business. We urge you to submit your annual water data through SWIM so that its future as a water-industry-driven system is assured.

Please contact qldwater at or 32524701 if you have any queries regarding your SWIM reporting – we appreciate reporting can be a complicated task and so are happy to assist you in any way we can.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

This message may be passed on to interested individuals and organisations.

To add your name to the distribution list, email “subscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au
To remove your name from the distribution list, email “unsubscribe” to hgold@qldwater.com.au 

Visit qldwater at http://www.qldwater.com.au 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
